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From a Grumpy Old Man … 

This ‘Letters to the Editor’ is a collection of more than 120 letters from the same writer, which 

have been published by the Miami Herald over the past quarter century. 

Just as the Herald’s front-page headlines trace the history of major world events over the past 

one-hundred years, these letters chronicle not only major world events such as the attacks of 

9/11, but also minor local events, such as the indiscretions of various South Florida public 

officials. 

These letters were written by an ordinary Miami resident with no public reputation, no 

political connections, and no privileged standing. As a ‘grumpy old man’ he has been able to 

sound-off on all sorts of subjects, freely expressing his feelings in public. This validates not only 

the real and practical freedoms guaranteed by a true democracy but, more importantly, it also 

demonstrates the ongoing value and importance of a free and unfettered press – the people’s 

voice. 

Because many of the letters refer to minor and long forgotten local issues, background 

information has sometimes been included on the page facing the letter. 

Although the letter writer, Patrick Alexander, works at the Coral Gables Museum, the views 

expressed in the letters are entirely his own. They do not, in any way, represent the opinions 

of the Museum, its board of directors, its management, his fellow employees, nor even his 

wife or any of his so-called friends.  

 

These letters were collected together for a five-month exhibit held in 2020 at the Coral Gables 

Museum celebrating 117 years of history at the Miami Herald: 

https://coralgablesmuseum.org/portfolio-item/13840/   

 

  

https://coralgablesmuseum.org/portfolio-item/13840/
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May 15. 1999 
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Saturday, October 29, 2000 

 

 

This letter was written at a time when the State of Florida was cutting down citrus trees in 

private residential properties across Dade County. This letter was published in the Herald on 

Saturday morning. Later that same day, State employees armed with chainsaws entered my 

property, cut down the tree, removed the fruit and ground the stump to dust. 
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February 27, 2001 
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Background to my May 26, 2001 letter about the 

deputy school superintendent, Henry Friand, and 

the dumping of toxic gunk in The Everglades 
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Background to my August 21 letter about Jerry Regier 
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August 21, 2002 

 

 

(See opposite) 
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April 24, 2003 
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June 7, 2003 
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April 5, 2004 

 

Responses to Patrick Buchanan’s column opposite 
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September 2005 
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Reaction to Muslim violence over Danish cartoons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Enlargement of the September 2005 letter opposite) 
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(This is what prompted my letter of July 15, 2005) 
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July 15, 2005 

 

(See opposite) 
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(Background to my August 26, 2006 letter) 
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August 26, 2006 
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(Background to my January 17, 2006 letter) 



Miami Herald: Letters to the Editor by Patrick Alexander 1999 - 2024 

30 
 

 

January 17, 2006 

 

 

(see opposite) 
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March 9, 2006 
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June 10, 2007 
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May 26, 2009 
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(Background to my letter of October 8, 2009) 
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October 8, 2009 

 

(See opposite) 
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September 21, 2011 
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December 8, 2011 

 

 

 

 

(Not exactly a letter – but an article on my teaching course on Marcel Proust) 
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December 9, 2011 

 

… and the following day, featured with our dogs, above the fold! 
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July 5, 2012 

 

(Too busy teaching my wine course during 2012 to write any letters to the Editor!) 
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July 6, 2013 
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October 3, 2013 
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January 30, 2014 
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March 18, 2014 
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October 6, 2015 

 

Second letter published in the same week 
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August 13, 2018 
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February 15, 2021 

(Following the 2nd Impeachment Trial of Donald j. Trump) 
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