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From a Grumpy Old Man ...

This ‘Letters to the Editor’ is a collection of more than 120 letters from the same writer, which
have been published by the Miami Herald over the past quarter century.

Just as the Herald’s front-page headlines trace the history of major world events over the past
one-hundred years, these letters chronicle not only major world events such as the attacks of
9/11, but also minor local events, such as the indiscretions of various South Florida public
officials.

These letters were written by an ordinary Miami resident with no public reputation, no
political connections, and no privileged standing. As a ‘grumpy old man’ he has been able to
sound-off on all sorts of subjects, freely expressing his feelings in public. This validates not only
the real and practical freedoms guaranteed by a true democracy but, more importantly, it also
demonstrates the ongoing value and importance of a free and unfettered press — the people’s
voice.

Because many of the letters refer to minor and long forgotten local issues, background
information has sometimes been included on the page facing the letter.

Although the letter writer, Patrick Alexander, works at the Coral Gables Museum, the views
expressed in the letters are entirely his own. They do not, in any way, represent the opinions
of the Museum, its board of directors, its management, his fellow employees, nor even his
wife or any of his so-called friends.

These letters were collected together for a five-month exhibit held in 2020 at the Coral Gables
Museum celebrating 117 years of history at the Miami Herald:
https://coralgablesmuseum.org/portfolio-item/13840/
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May 15. 1999
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FANTASY AND REALITY

Memories of a teen’s reaction to violence

As a teenager living in England during the 1960s I remem-
ber watching a film, Billy Liar, starring Tom Courtenay.

It was the story of Billy, an ordinary young man living a
boring life in a bleak provincial town stifled by the gray val-
ues of his parents and their conventional society. The film
was unusual because it mixed Billy’s fantasy life with the
real world around him. Like the viewer, Billy often confused
the two.

The film was filled with powerful visual images and 30
years later I can still remember Billy's first sight of a young

Julie Christie walking through the drab streets of his town.
Her golden hair was bouncing, the short skirt flouncing and:
her defiant, free-spirited smile brought color and sunshine to
a gray world. She represented all the unexpressed yearnings
and longings of a generation whose fantasies were expressed
by Billy.

But there were other, darker images. A recurring theme
portrayed Billy in frustrating situations in which he turned to
violence — for example, Sunday afternoon tea in the front
parlor with all the family gathered together and the expres-
sionless Billy politely behaving “as he should.”

The scene would suddenly switch to Billy's fantasy in
which, dressed in a Nazi storm-trooper uniform, he would
snarlingly mow down everybody in the room with a machine
gun. Spinster aunts would topple off the paisley sofa in a
bloodied mess, dropping their tea cups and staining the carpet.
The vicar would shudder to death against the mock Regency
wallpaper, twitching in a hail of bullets while Billy’s parents, aghast at the
social improprieties, would collapse under the rain of steel from Billy's
machine gun.

The theme was repeated throughout the film — at work in the dreary
office with the bullying boss and Billy’s sycophantic colleagues; in the
schoolroom with his sniggering class mates and the patronizing teachers,
with the jocks and the cheerleaders.

I'loved it. It visually expressed a widely felt fantasy for all my genera-
tion that has never left me. Even 30 years later, any of the frustrations of
modern adult life will remind me of that fantastic image. Whether strug-

Tom Courtenay

gling with snarled traffic or government agencies or

frustrated by bureaucracy or the service industry, |

often relish the memories of Billy with his machine

un.

g But I never did any of those things, and neither did

any of my school mates. The main reason, of course,
is that we were able to tell the difference between
fantasy and reality — between movies and real life.
In the same way, the vast majority of today’s
teenagers can also tell the difference between song
lyrics or movie images and real life. In any genera-
tion and in any culture it is only a small, sick per-
centage that can’t tell the difference.

But the real reason that those English teenagers
emerging from the cinema did not vent all their frus-
tration in a hail of machine-gun bullets is that the
idea of buying a machine gun was beyond their
realm of fantasy.

Even 30 years later, neither Billy Liar nor his
father could get their hands on a machine gun in
England or anywhere else in the civilized world.
Only in America is it not only possible but legal for
ordinary citizens to possess semi-automatic
weapons that armed troops elsewhere in the world
can only yearn for.

If President Clinton really wants to aspire to be
: more than an embarrassing footnote in America’s
great history, he needs an historic cause. Does he really want to devote
what remains of his final term to persuading Americans they can't buy a
such a weapon until they are 21 — and then no more than 12 per year? Or
does he want to be remembered as the leader who finally faced down the
powerful gun industry and had the courage to halt America’s destructive
addiction to powerful weaponry in the hands of its citizens and their chil-
dren?

Movies don’t kill people. Guns do.

PATRICK ALEXANDER
Coral Gables
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Saturday, October 29, 2000
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I first visited Miami in Octo-
ber 1985 and stayed for a week.
Two months later I returned
with my wife and two children,
and we have never left.

After 15 years I still remem-
ber the sensation of walking
from the airport terminal into a
solid wall of perfume. The air
was so alive with scents that
you could taste them. I've been
savoring it ever since.

We found our home the first
week that we arrived — partly
because our youngest daughter
found a swing.

The house was small and
needed work. The yard was a
huge tropical wilderness, and
the swing was just the right
size for an 8-year-old to climb
on and share with her older sis-

ter. It hung from the bough of a
beautiful tree laden with large
yellow grapefruit with pink
flesh.

“Taste it,” said the owner of
the house. " S

It was good. As my daugh-
ters watched from their swing,
my wife and I sucked the
sweetest and most delicious
juices we ever had tasted until
our chins were wet and sticky.

Wssbough;t the house that

afternoon and were installed in

Time is running out for

do
10 days. Fifteen years later the E 4 :
house still is small, and it still : y
needs work. But the garden is a
paradise and our daily delight.

We planted mangos and
lemons, oranges and bananas,
coconuts and papaya — but
our favorite fruit are still the
large pink grapefruit, which
seduced us so long ago.

In 1992 Hurricane Andrew
ripped out most of the vegeta- [
tion. Many of our trees simply ¢
vanished, never to be seen A
again.

But the grapefruit tree
never moved, and most of the
fruit stayed on, ready for us to
eat at Thanksgiving. %

The swing, though, did not &=
survive. My daughters are too
old for a swing anyway. The
eldest has left home and lives
in Paris, and the youngest
graduated from the University
of Miami last year and is too
busy with her new career.

My wife suggests hanging a
new swing for when there are
grandchildren, but I always tell
her to wait for the grandchil-
dren first, that there will be

backyard

A :

time to hang the swing later. a5 ? s
" Unfortunately that is no der if this will beﬁmy lals;t night and m& Is{tump to dust.t
longer true. Each evening now  before the men from the state ALEXANY D
a come with their chain saws ; Coral Gabl

as I stand under the tree I won-

Lo : ey — —— —

This letter was written at a time when the State of Florida was cutting down citrus trees in
private residential properties across Dade County. This letter was published in the Herald on
Saturday morning. Later that same day, State employees armed with chainsaws entered my
property, cut down the tree, removed the fruit and ground the stump to dust.
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February 27, 2001

‘Do Clintons deserve stich scrutiny?

By giving us all the facts
about the recent election
undervotes on the front page
of the Feb. 26 Herald, the

newspaper has answered our

questions about the legitimacy
of the Bush administration. It
has finally allowed us to move
forward. Thank you.

Now it should turn its atten-
tion to “Pardongate.” It is obvi-
ous that there have been some
sleazy activities.

But we know that Ronald

to any length to discredit the dent Geor
former president: 1
What lengths do they have to
go to when this man so bla-
tantly and constantly discred-
its himself?

I am a life-long Democrat
and a former Clinton sup-
porter. Yet, it isn’t hard for 1
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Miami Berald

Background to my May 26, 2001 letter about the

deputy school superintendent, Henry Friand, and
the dumping of toxic gunk in The Everglades
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May 26, 2001
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June 23, 2001

Detective tried
earlier to free
Townsend

I was a police officer for 25
years in Fort Lauderdale, and I
am as proud of Doug Evans
today as I was back then when
he did the right thing [insis
Jerry Frank Townsend was
wrongly convicted of murder].
If the press had been interested

| back then, maybe Doug’s cour-

‘age and sense of justice would

have been recognized, and
Townsend would not have
spent all this time in jail.

- You are right that the sys-
tem falled Townsend. ‘The

Prove gmlt

For Katherme Fernindez
Rundle to say that she believes
Townsend guilty but can’t
prove it is an insult. Doesn’t
that mean, he’s innocent? What
happened to the presumption
of mnocence? I guess it doesn’t
exist in Miami-Dade County.

I pray that this is an inci-
dence of incompetence instead
of an attempt at lynching an
innocent black man. If we are
to assume that we are all equal,

12

then we arg.all' ' : the

no one be held rospo
this travesty? Ar
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of terrorism, awful loss of lives

nology developed with federal funds.
Stop making enemies, and we won'’t
have to worry about terrorism.
BILL HOLMES
Carlsbad, Calif.

When life imitates art, it sometimes
can turn into something very beautiful
— or ghastly and horrible.

About three years ago Tom Clancy
wrote Executive Orders, which fore-
cast the very same incident, almost to
the letter, of how terrorists can infil-
trate U.S. airspace over sensitive and
strategic targets by feigning engine or
other flight problems.

The book seems to have been used
as a template on how to destroy sensi-
tive U.S. targets.

Either the CIA was asleep at the
wheel or this was one highly coordi-
nated attempt to cripple America.
What a sad day.

RICKEY G. DEMERRITTE
Miami
|

After the attacks in New York City

and Washington I wonder what Vene-

zuelan President Hugo Chavez has to

September 12, 2001

e
AN Heraed SePT l’L,w“

i
W

While people were d
streets of lower Manhatt:
ians were dancing in |
West Bank and Gaza.

Now we know o
should be on.

We have seen the face of modern
war, and it is not delivered by an inter-
continental missile. It is waged by
stealthy groups of fanatical and dedi-
cated terrorists. A neutron bomb in a
briefcase, a canister of germs in a
satchel, a hijacked 757 never will be
defeated by an expensive missile-de-
fense shield.

If this lesson is learned, then maybe
something good can be salvaged from
today’s horror.

PATRICK ALEXANDER
Coral Gables

say about his buddies such as Moam-  ate

mar Gadhafi.
I wonder if he’s g
attack the same W

13
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November 8, 2001

it Herag>

I don’t envy Tom R1dge in his new
position as Homeland Security Direc-
tor. His job is to protect our safety
and defend our morale.

But America’s morale dechnes
dally with each new case of anthrax
reported in the media. When I see
Ridge : at press conferences without

‘ask: Why doesn’t he do

Unfortunately, the 1nart1culate

“helplessness of Ridge speaks for us

all. But he could do one thing that

would both give his job a purpose and
 help the nation to recover: take
- charge of this awful charity mess. Mil-

lions of dollars have been raised to
help the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks,

‘but meanwhile the victims continue "
~ to suffer and the money sits unused.
- 'The problem has nothmg to do

eats'of terronsm or a new

14

. problems. He should use this- po er

(3 e 201
Dlstnbute funds for famlhes of Sept. 11 Vlctlm

}lll 1

R LN R

pre51dent has given Rldge the author-,
ity to cut through the red tape to solye

.....

with the charities.
. Ridge should make it his pnonty

AN
i NN

- see that all the monies are accounted
 for and 1mmed1ately passed on to

those who neéd it.
dtis heart-breakmg to 1;ead stor;es

.‘W'-

_about widows strugglmg to survwe
~ these difficult times, knowing we
“have donated so much on their behalf;

PATRICK AI.EXANDM
1 Lo Coral - Gapled
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Background to my August 21 letter about Jerry Regier
16
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August 21, 2002

(See opposite)
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same day that the story Sec-
k beaten to death appeared
LES@A ril 19, Metro section) I was

appalled to see a letter from Depart-

f‘*‘ l'ary Jerry Regier defending the firing
 of six workers. They were dismissed
latauﬂy po'hhcal reasons.

sely beaten to death. But this dys-
; ctlonal bureaucracy has focused
en n firing six otherwise

/ egier’s letter is so

s self-satxsﬁed tone
ther-knows-best” atti-
who has stated else-
authority as head
él:egated to ‘lum by

nt of Children & Families Secre-

April 24, 2003

THE READER ORUN

er, Garcfa criticized for fired workers

The firings of honest and hard-
working people is always sad. When
the firings are a direct result of
inflated egos, then it’s a shameful
tragedy.

Francis Aleman, it appears, bullied
DCF employees for privileged treat-

ment for state Sen. Rudy Garcia’s *

grandmother. It also appears that
Regier pandered to Garcia to get sup-

port for his confirmation.
Shame on all of them. I wonder if a
more-equitable solution might not be
_for Regier, Garcia and Aleman to lose
their jobs and the six DCF ‘workers to

be rehired.
ARACELI WRIGHT
Miami
[ |

Kudos to The Herald for reportmg'

the real reason six DCF workers were

fired. T hope Gov. Jeb Bush has the
this

18

mty? :

g

I don’t know which is more sad,
that Garcia would use his political
power to get six people fired or the
fact that his grandmother needs fodd
stamps.

PETER MEYERHOEFE’R
] [' - M%
v
[

Garcia’s grandmother is on food
stamps. How does this square with
Garcia’s being in the Republican
Party? The GOP supposedly stands
for individual responsibility and tak~
ing care of one’s own. Or is that kind
- of talk just to fool. ordn;ary folks such
as myself? ~ 1]
JOHN THEODORE
Plantatmn

It’s sad that Garcia can’t cough up
$30 a month to give to his grand-
mother. Where is his pride and dlg-

:’» ) { 2 @pa-locm
: : "‘d
it
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June 7, 2003
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April 5, 2004

PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICA’S CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS

Re Pat Buchanan’s April 2 column;
America no longer white, united,
: Enghsh-speakmg' Like Pat Buchanan, I
‘am a white, middle-aged grumpy old
-,.«male and have fond memories of the
; world we both knew in 1960. :
‘When John F. Kennedy was running
for president, I had a full head of hair, a
. flat stomach and a muscular body. Each
~ morning I ;umped out of bed full of
~ energy and optimism. My mother
stayed home all day to give the family
~ delicious, freshly cooked meals, includ-
. ingapple pie.
My father had a secure job and a
: sohd pension. I called him Sir, and his
- word was law. We were just ord.mary
- middle-class folk, but we lived in a nice
~ house with a large yard and never
, ced our doors. Children were never
- abused, homosexuals didn’t exist and
]ews were not allowed to join golf
. clubs. I didn’t know about blacks,
e We chdn’t have a maid.

ahan or ]apanese

South Amencan hterature I

can watch French movies

still like Elvis, the Stones and Mozart
but now I’'ve learned to love the music
of Cuba, India and Brazil. I livein a
more-challenging world than the one I
grew up in, but it’s richer and more
stimulating.

Buchanan’s diatribe is the same des-
perate cry we hear from Osama bin
Laden, the Taliban and all the other
frightened, bitter men who find them-
selves in a world that they no longer
understand. Unable to adapt to mod-
ernization, they lash out in a frenzy of
hate. One would feel pity for them if
only their views did riot lead to so much
bloodshed and suffering.

-PATRICK ALEXANDER, Coral Gables

Buchanan is a realist. He dares to say
what other politicians are afraid to say
for fear of being labeled as politically
incorrect.

The unwillingness of legal immi-
grants to assimilate, speak English and
embrace our culture is shameful and

disrespectful. The unwillingness of our ;

leaders and )udges to return all illegal

~ immigrants is cowardly, unlawful and

contrary to majority opinion.
I regret that my children and grand—
children will have the chaosand

~ expense of dealmg with this sxtuatlon an
ca once~proud nation that 1s well on 1ts ; :

. A

Responses to Patrick Buchanan’s column opposite
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September 2005

AS ca “wﬁm‘l am saddened and troubled by
the escalntmg violence in parts of the Middle East and Asia
due'to the defamatory cartoons of Prophet Mohammed
published in some European newspapers. The violence is
unwarranted and goes against the teachings of Islam.

The issue goes beyond the insensitivity of showing an
image of the Holy Prophet. Muslims are offended at the
slanderous depiction of Prophet Mohammed as a terrorist.
This outrageous cartoon and the blatant disregard for the
sanctity and holiness of Mohammad are a slap to 15 billion

n to Muslim violence over Danish cartoons

and hatred for the West. In the name of this religion we
have had murders and decapitations on video, suicide
bombs on trains and buses and the horror of 9/1L All these
atrocities are committed proudly in the name of Islam. And
yet we are supposed to feel outrage because of some car-
toons depicting the Prophet of Islam?

-PATRICK ALEXANDER, Coral Gables

Anyone who reads Arab newspapers sees cartoons
depicting Jews and other groups in the most grotesque

Muslims worldwide. ways. Rabbis are

If a newspaper pub- depicted as peqple w1th
lished malicious and blood dripping off
defamatory depictions fangs. No one seems
of Jesus, Mary, Moses, too upset about those
Gandhi, Mother Teresa depictions, and no one
or Pope John Paul II, has been killed over
there would be world- these offensive car-

wide outrage. People
need to understand
that this goes beyond
the right to free speech
and a free press.

We live in a world
where little is sacred
and holy. In the name
of secularism, respect

toons. Democracy in
the Middle East?
Please.

-JAY GROSSMAN, Miami

Don’t print a car-
toon because it offends
some religious belief
that is protected by the

for religion is thrown First Amendment?
out the window. Presi- What next — don’t do
dent Bush and the Vati- any anti-gun cartoons
can condemned these - = because it deeply
malicious cartoons, and - pyeqinian miltants threaten EU offices in Gaza City. offends the sensibilities

now the rest of the
world should join in standing against these irresponsible
European papers.

‘We are all brothers in the human family and must show
respect for each other’s faith and convictions. Our ability to
live in peace depends upon it.

~SEHMINA JAFFER Islamic counselor,
CHOPRA, ot Salisbury University

New York, Sept. 11, 2001; Madrid, March 11, 2004; Lon-
don, July 7, 2005. Members of the Dutch parliament live
under police protection for criticizing Islam. Dutch film-
maker'l'lmoVanGoghwas murdered for producing a film
about the mistreatment of women under Islam.

Nowdleteareat;acksonmd]v:dualsandassatﬁtsondx
lomatic nﬁms;lons. Protesters in London, of all places, hold
placards referring to Europe as a “cancer,” ca.llmg for the
 deaths of those who offend Islam.

How much longer are we supposed to believe that tl:ns is
alelignn oﬁpm?

~ DAN MCCREA, South Hiami B § £

of the National Rifle
Association, which thinks it has its own constitutional
amendment?

- SAM FIELDS, Plantation

It’s obvious that the protesters’ goal is to silence any crit-
icism of them or their rehgmn so that they can continue to
use our freedoms and sensitivities in their war against the
West and its civilized ways.

- AIMEE STEIN, Mlaml Beach ;

Print the cartoons. Do it now while fatwa departments
everywhere are overloaded. Or do it because it’s fundamen
tally important to a free society and a free press not to
censored. Or do it because it’s most definitely news, ;hﬂ’
you:readerswanttoseewbatallthefusslsabwt.

Print the cartoons. It's lmpoxtant.
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Reaction to Muslim violence over Danish cartoons

¢ ) 9

| for &e fﬁf » Tn the name of this religion we
have had murders and decapitations on video, suicide
bombs on trains and buses and the horror of 9/11. All these
atrocities are committed proudly in the name of Islam. And
yet we are supposed to feel outrage because of some car-
toons depicting the Prophet of Islam?

-PATRICK ALEXANDER, Coral Gables

(Enlargement of the September 2005 letter opposite)
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a sand-swept dance
cabana beds and a

new party spot: Casa

 The party still went on —
only arranged by a different
company and thrown at the
Star Island mansion of billion-

.

~ and a mascot named Sabrina
u“v‘l::ll‘:‘ l:dmiu DHB is one of
his company’s more unique
clients.

New York-based DHB,
which produces body armor
for the military and law

DHB says
throw the a
enforcement, boasts as its

60" deposi
$45,000 deposit.
Barton G. refused to

= MORE ONLINE: TO READ THE.
LAWSUIT, CLICK ON TODAY'S
EXTRAS

the exceptional work effort
and commitment made by the

~ ofa D] ($500); decor (65
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CARL JUSTE/HERALD STAFF

WELL-KNOWN CATERER: Military supplier DHB is suing party planner Barton G. Weiss,
above, for allegedly trying to force the company to have a party at a private club
where Weiss caters instead of aboard a yacht, as first planned, and price gouging,

three female models ((?3_%.&)):

and three male mode].

(51,600). =
Two days before the party,

pl and plant
of DHB Industries Inc.,” said
Guy Spic_gclman, an attorney

P a retired fi
U.S. Army

One of its subsidiaries,
Point Blank Body Armor, runs
plants in Oakland Park, Pom-
pano Beach and Deerfield
Beach — employing about 800
people in Broward A

‘The company’s employees
“made an extraordi com-
mitmnl:t ov:‘rr the past tw};
years in an effort to supp
the United States mm:ry
with life )

d tive apparel 5
and protective ap) to the
present conflicts in Iraq,” the

suit
'llnw':lmymneoplu

party unless it was at the Casa
Casuarina.

CONTRACTS SIGNED

More recently, the com-
pany announced in May that it
had received a $5.2 million
contract to supply the U.S.
Army with body suits for engi-
neers who clear land mines. A
month earlier, the company
Sl
o) to supply Arm
with armored vests. Z

DHB turned to Barton G. to
organize its Dec. 10 party —
which according to the invoice
‘was for 50 guests,

Among the amenities the

g to the suit, Barton
G. demanded th, =
oved. 2 m be

my
- The body armor li
also claims Ban_on G?r;pveerf
the Tikk!?en‘:,.ch Price of
$33,000 — a claim Weiss ..I;.{
1s wrong because DHB is not
taking into account, among
costs, the &
1ng limo | Price of rent.

With guests flying ip
ufnlwqy.,umyakl;;: 2
rushed to. i 2 new party
with another
swank

(This is what prompted my letter of July 15, 2005)
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July 15, 2005

(See opposite)

26



Miami Berald: Letters to the Editor by Patrick Alexander 1999 - 2024

3

E
OSCAR RIVERO GOT MILLIONS BUT DIDN'T BUILD A
BADLY NEEDED HOMES FOR MIAMI'S POOR - mansion

BY DEBBIE CENZIPER AND LARRY LEBOWITZ
dcenziper@MiamiHerald.com

Oscar Rivero, son of a Hialeah bus
driver, charged onto Miami’s affordable-
housing scene four years ago with spec-
tacular promises to build houses for poor

erties, pledging 24 units on the banks of a
canal north of Miami; 54 in a midrise in
Imleﬂama:aonaueehnedeomerof
Souﬂxlli.m:.

just the beginning.
Withhsloﬁyphnsandheyconneo
ero quickly became a favored developer

of local housing agencies, collecting
uﬂyﬁmﬂhonnfpu.bﬁc '

(Background to my August 26, 2006 letter)

He amassed an elaborate web of prop- -

tions to County Hall power brokers, Riv-  sp

elites and snared coveted spots on public
boards. While his business ventures
seemed limitless, so did his personal life.
He smoked fine cigars and drove luxury
cars.

But the ultimate symbol of his new-

found is rising on a tree-shrouded
street mnd Coral Gables. :

There, the boy raised in a conc.rete- ;

block house in working-class Hialeah

building an 11,000-square-foot that

includes a wine cellar, library, b

room, elevator, pool, spa and fo

plus a grand foyer, three stories mgh.

fixed with Mediterranean columns and a

spiral staircase. :
And mmm mm.,,d

has
to bl"ﬂ in the past fom: years. h
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August 26, 2006

» qondmon of corruption.
an Rivero and countless others be

0S onded with, but interest on it as
‘ well. How about
attaching all the
gains he made
from use of the
public money?
Maybe some
extensive com-
munity service
with a real hous-
ing agency like
Habitat for
Humanity would
give a dose of
reality to Rivero
and those of us
salivating for pun-
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(Background to my January 17, 2006 letter)
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January 17, 2006

Abusy terronst i o

» '{H
.) ¥ ..‘

\
1

e The Bush admmlstratlon has long
§ assured us that Osama bin Laden and his
- second-in-command, Ayman al-Zawahri,
. barely are surv1vmg a despgratefand iso-
lated existence in some pnmxtlve moun—
 tain cave. g
. : - However, we, have learned that al ‘
‘Wahn S soc1a1 calendar is so crowdex

(see opposite)
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.OPIN

THE READERS’ FORUM

Muslim caricatures

As a Muslim I denounce
the violent protests in some
countries where they were
instigated by vested local

. political interests or national
leaders seeking to gain atten-
tion on the international
stage.

However, the anti-Muslim
cartoon controversy has been
oversimplified, focusing on
freedom of speech and the
fact that Islam considers
visual depictions of the
Prophet Mohammed blasphe-
mous. This has obscured the
more-important issue of what

’é’ Musllm Imago

March 9, 2006

Fight irrationality

Re Leonard Pitts Jr.'s

on cart: s Campllu ot

oon riots sim ve-

nile, about the Dnnfsl’l’ ’:nu-

Muslim cartoons: Displaying

those cartoons is not childish.

They should be displayed not

use they are provocative

but because they make valid
points.

Religions are ideologies,
therefore they deserve no
special treatment.

The rise of militant funda-
mentalist Christians in this
country and Muslims in the
Middle East is alarming. They
would spread nightmarish
theocracies and mayhem such
as we see in the Middle East,
Rational people have a right
and duty to stop this spread-
ing insanity.

Those cartoons help fight
the rising tide of irrationality.
The idea that the other side
can threaten our liberties and
wreck our world, yet we
shouldn’t criticize them
bemuse it would offend them,

-mmmm
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December 22, 2006

County buys artwork

Re the Dec. 14 Prominer
developer accused of hitting
artist: I am just a simple local
resident who has trouble
understanding some of the
stories about more-sophisti-
cated and well-connected fel-
low citizens. According to the
story, civic leader Raul Mas-
vidal and well-known artist
Iuho Larraz have been friends
since childhood. Masvidal
used $287,000 of public
money to purchase artwork
created by Larraz to install in
a building that Masvidal had |
been paid $5 million in pubhc
funds to develop, but wh1
has not yet been built.

Larraz also has lo

ing to repay. Indeed, M:
is so angry that he all

confrontation. It ce
been featured at Art
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June 10, 2007

We igﬁore'
the fight

I was moved by Joseph L. Gal-
loway’s powerful and timely June
5 column, Is this what we voted
for? He expresses outrage that
Congress is taking a holiday
while U.S. soldiers are being
killed on patrol and innocent
Iragis are murdered every day.

My mother used to describe
London during the World War II,
when every day was a painful
reminder that the nation was at
war. Living m,PresxdentBushs, P 1
America, I am struckby how' 151

‘War seems andhovglmle i S i
affectsourdaﬂylim eoaf? mM« a1l
< f_l 95 l,..u(‘ﬁ l;&i fm7

W
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Feb 10, 2008

No to Clinton(s)

For eight long years I have
yearned for the good old days of Bill
Clinton. I have yearned to replace
the endless body bags with blue
dresses, however stained. But dur-
ing the past month, watching the
reality of the “Billary” tag-team, I
remembered the divisiveness that
they always engender and upon |
which they seem to thrive. =~ =

I am ready for a change. '
-PATRICK ALEXANDER, Coral Gables,

Be
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June 5, 2008
= = Vg
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November 17, 2008

I am impressed by the sol-
€émn unanimity of purpose
with which the Catholic bish-
ops are confronting the
incoming administration
over President-elect Barack
Obama’s views on a woman’s
right to choose.

Despite this nation’s tradi-
tion of a clear separation
between politics and reli-
gion, the bishops feel con-
science-bound to impose |

‘their own values on a new

-administration already con-
fronting the pressure of two
‘wars and the direst economic
threat in a lifetime.

What a pity that the bish-
ops did not display the same
moral backbone and organi-
zational zeal when con-
fronted with overwhelming

evidence of pederasty and
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January 12, 2009

._P‘r‘e'si_dent Bush reviews trobps just after his 2001 inauguration. |

The lesson of eight years

- Now that the mghtmare of the past eight years is ne:
¢ 'the mcompetence, arrogance, mendacity and
presidency has become art.Qf history, the
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February 1, 2009

U.S. RENEWAL

| ['rance can
be a model

In 1871, the year of Marcel Proust’s birth,
France had been totally destroyed. After suf-
fering the most humiliating military defeat, the
starving population of Paris was forced to eat
all the remaining horses of the French army.
German soldiers remained stationed on
French soil until the war fine — an unheard-of
five billion francs — was paid to Prussia. !

The only good news was that the arrogant
and incompetent emperor who had dragged
his country into this devastation was forced
into exile.

But somehow, through a supreme expres-
sion of the national will, Paris reasserted itself
_ and entered one of the most exciting periods
of its history: the Belle Epoque. Even withno
charismatic young leader to inspire them, the
French paid off the full five billion francsin
just two years and the last German soldiers
were removed from France. The splendid =~
Paris Opera House was opened in 1875, and the
historic Hotel de Ville was completely rebuilt.
- French industry thrived, and within a few A 2
years Paris was to host a world’s fair with the
Eiffel Tower, the tallest building in the world,
as its centerpiece, G e et
The French people had roll
 sleeves and worked together

uuuuu e

- once more the center o

' g
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May 26, 2009

THE READERS’ FORU

Cheneysclalms .

39



Miami Berald: Letters to the Editor by Patrick Alexander 1999 - 2024

July 17, 2009
% ‘ |". ."’, N '
¥ Hiami Hevald | EDITORIAL
- ey

‘Who leads al Gaeda?

I think I am fairly typical in hav-
ing no objection to the CIA’s desire .;
to put a bullet in the head of all al |
Qaeda leaders. i
It would get rid of the war cnm1-

~ nals wishing to destroy our Westem ‘
‘values and way of life. And it cer-
tainly is better than sendmg a Hell-
fire missile into a crowd of possxbiy
mnocent Muslims.

My problem is
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September 5, 2009

Outraged over salaries

L

What a shock to discover a world
in which, even before Miami- Dade r
Mayor Carlos Alvarez and County
Commission Chairman Dennis Moss

a
decided to hand out rewards to their u
cronies, there are hundreds of face- t
less assistant man- _ t
agers, spokesper-
sons and schedulers {§f 1]
all pulling down six- {§ T
figure salaries. [ s
According to the | i i
Sept. 2 article Moss | & C
gave pay raises || & v
hours after warning: Moss S
“Some assistant county managers, i
for instance, earn more than
$250,000 a year.” Commissioner c
Katy Sorenson said she gave 10-per- v
cent raises to two of her assistants f
because she “did not want to lose 2

them to the private sector.”
Why on Earth would anyone
- want to leave the public trough for |
the private sector? In the private sec- |
tor the salaries are lean, the benefits |
thin, the job security nonexistent;
added to which you must justify
‘your expenses, you are judged by
results, you are expected to please
your customers, put in a full day’s'
i work and be productlve. AR o
~ We are not just talking a few alds
1 here, we are talking about hundreds
- of bureaucrats swilling down s:x-ﬁg-z
ure salaries of taxpayers’ money.
= PATRICK AI.EXANDER Coral Gables

et
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Don't reserve outrage for animal killings

BY JAMES BURNETT

JBURNETT@MIAMIHERALD.COM

| knew it would happen.

When police in North Miami-Dade announced Wednesday their second arrest in two recent
horse butcherings, the outrage over the gruesome killings came to a boil.

Readers of news stories on the arrests of Santiago Cabrera, 19, and Miguel Cordero, 18,
left comments on MiamiHerald.com ranging from “"There has to be a special place --
somewhere -- for people like this," to “"another teen murderer!”

Cabrera and Cordero have been charged with armed burglary, animal cruelty, killing 2
registered breed horse, and breaking a fence in the gruesome deaths of two horses at local
ranches. Investigators say they carved up one horse while she was still alive, and sawed
off her legs while her foal watched from a few feet away.

At least 15 more horses have been found slaughtered in South Florida this year, but no
solid connection has been made between them and Cabrera and Cordero.

| get the outrage. | rode horses as a child. | own a dog and a cat. | get that four-legged
animals, no matter how intelligent, depend on humans for proper care, and don't expect
people to harm them.

WHAT ABOUT HUMANS?

What | don't get is why we can't express as much outrage about the slaughter of humans.
When 15-year-old Jason Maharaj was shot and killed and a friend wounded in North Miami
this month, a reader commented on MiamiHerald.com, grammar problems intact, that it
was “'No big lost, they should of been home studying."

So don't scoff and bluster about people not being as innocent as four-legged animals.
Whatever your level of cynicism, you can't seriously believe that humans expect to be
murdered any more than horses do.

So far, $20,000 in reward money has been raised by Crime Stoppers and the Humane
Society for information leading to arrests and convictions of the horse killers.

The situation is reminiscent of the 1996 murders of University of Miami students Marlin
Barnes and Timwanika Lumpkins, both 22, in Barnes' apartment. Unfortunately for Barnes
and Lumpkins, a dog named Lassie was stolen and brutally Killed around the same time.
REWARD IMBALANCE

Miami Police Department investigators tell me that it was a struggle to scrape together
$11,000 in reward money for information on Barnes and Lumpkins' deaths. Lassie? The
Herald reported then that her reward fund topped $15,000. Police say it ultimately reached
$80,000, and that they had to beg the public to stop sending money because they couldn't
keep up with the influx of donations.

It's not about rewards, though. It's about not showing proper respect for the lives of people,
about taking people's lives for granted.

The most obvious problem with taking a dismissive attitude toward human murder victims
and reserving the harshest criticism for animal killers is that it calls for a lower value to be
placed on human life.

And we all know the less we value something, the less we try to protect it.

Be angry about animal killers. Feel the rage. Put it to good use. Volunteer at the Humane
Society. Adopt a stray dog, or cat. Feed a horse.

But if you really want to show you have a heart, next time a human is killed in cold blood
where you live, feel the rage. Put it to good use. Rally your neighbors. Volunteer for Crime
Stoppers. And in case he reads the comments on MiamiHerald.com, tell the killer what he
deserves and what you'd do if you could get your hands on him.

(Background to my letter of October 8, 2009)
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October 8, 2009
Horse killings

Columnist James H. Burnett
II1 misses the point concerning
the public’s outrage over the
recent slaughter of horses (Don’t
reserve outrage for animal kill-
ings, Sept. 25.) It has nothing to
do with caring more about the
deaths of animals than humans.
Rather, it’s our horror at the
cold-blooded brutahty of the
killings. |
" The horses’ legs "-we"-r'e h
smashed with iron pipes, and
~ then they were butchered for]
" then-' flesh while still ahve. Itis

(See opposite)
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THE MIAMI HERALD | MiamiHerald.com

October 18, 2009

Plan for café at club
a really great idea

My family and I have lived
within a three-minute walk of
the Coral Gables Country Club
for the past 25 years.

‘During that time, I have never
felt that it was part of my com-
munity — it has been either shut-
tered and rather derelict in
appearance or else exclusively
for members only.

As a neighbor I am very
excited to hear about the new
plans to finally make the club
part of the community — and I
am especially excited_to hear
about' the European-style 51de-

all the j ]oggers;

think of nothing nicer after my
game around 8:30 than to have a
coffee and croissant on the patio
while reading The Miami ,Herald
in the sunshine.

- In the evening, my wife and I
agam pass the club when walk-
ing our dog around the golf
course and I know that it would
be wonderful to end the walk
with a glass of wine in the out-
door café, possibly chatting with
our neighbors.

I was playing a late aﬁemoon
round of golf with an architec-

ture professor from UM a few

T 0, =

SOAPBOX

— “Granada Golf Course is the
Coral Gables village green,” he
said. “It’s the residential heart of
the city.”
~ Itold him about the proposed
outdoor café. ‘
“Brilliant!” he said. “It wﬂl tie
it all together.” g
. I do not understand the scary
objectlons that have been raised
and all the silly talk about ‘beer

and pizza’ being a threat to

‘women strolling down North

Greenway with two bables in the ;

carnage

For whatever reasons, the
Qppdnents are creating some sin-
sodden South Beach out of a

modest proposal to give Gables
- residents a nelghborhood place
‘to meet and relax in civilized

surround.mgs _
Count me mfavor = and all;l

weeks ago and he commented on mj
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November 21, 2009
Look to England
I am tired of hearing cnt1c1sms of
the United Kingdom’s National
‘Health Service durmg the debate
about U.S. healthcare reform. =
- The experiences of my friends
and family in the U.K. have proved
 the excellence of the British system.
The annual smey by the U.S. Com-
monwealth Fund, of 10, OOO doctors
~in 11 countries has found that the

quahty of healthcare delivered in the
the e world’s best.
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February 27, 2010
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THE READERS’ FORUM

‘Who’s really responsible for the oil spill?

I worry that, because of the lack of a clear
statement or demonstration of leadership, Pres-
ident Obama has reached his Katrina moment.
Jim Morin’s recent cartoon showing Obama
saying “Heck of a job, BP” was cruel but, unfor-
tunately, appropriate.

That a disaster like this could unfold under a
Bush-Cheney administration would not be sur-

prising. But for it to occur on Obama’s watch is
profoundly disheartening.
- =PATRICK ALEXANDER, Coral Gables

~ Many Americans are placing the blame for
‘the Gulf oil spill on everyone but themselves.
But it’s a fact that many of us can’t seem to ease
* off the accelerator and use less gas to drive; nor
. _can many Americans refrain from buying cheap -

iported goods that require massive amounts |
: se shipped to the United States. = .
habits have caused the need for off-

b

ng albng our envi:oﬂﬁlenta_l}i ﬁaglle

OMB, ForLauderdale

1 $o Seartel 2o ohp
e L (
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-safety record? e

We might see the oil in the Gulf of Mexico as
a symbolic shroud for our planet. It’s a death
shroud that we know deep down we must
shake off sooner rathér than later.

Right now, the path seems brightest through
the increased development and use of alterna-
tive energy. We all must encourage and support
this to lend a helping hand to Mother Nature,
whom we’ve kept waiting far too long. «
~ALAN P. NOWELL, Pinecrest eV TG

How is it that BP is allowed to
refine oil in U.S. waters, given

Wouldn’t it be moré_pétf t1
home-grown oil company such .
destroy our environment instea
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copxes of the Quran "an | give |
Islamic fanatics the perfect

excuse to burn down Chrlsuan |

~-.

.' yt ’ ;photographs, shoot-_,,
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THE READERS’ FORUM

every- I)ftolmgerondespltebm Ladens It seems that Osama bin Laden judge in
3 ‘death. He was an embodiment of was killed the day after the anni- Eichmai
vdead, “hatred and violence, an anathe- versary of Adolf Hitler’s death.  was an «
on, the ma to the quintessential Islamic — Frederick Johnson, Key West  hated lit
i drivers values of peace, compassion and e A With
sharethemadm h_Jarer ity i : in days
- Mansura Bashir Minhas, Miami ahyge coincidence that bin = of its me
Aok Laden’s kif{ing was announced minder
" While Donald: Trump was ©onHolocaush Remembrance Day murderc
ehearts Of no lsﬂyobsessmg about birth cer- and soon affer the death of America
ing the attitudes tificates, President Obama was Moshe Landau Israel, the chief -
faging an -cyclists and quietly working on a death
Heat fith aplayoff certificate.
26 t one real- — Patrick Alexander, Coral Gables
miNcle, though koK
e, S qare Now that bin Laden is dead,
Sel e wxll Donald Trump and the
;f‘"d!’”' Rirthers” insist on seeing the
i {lor 2o h certificate?
Lay éhwdé d,andI '—'Rc W PTEETENd, Miami
—soistherestof | ot
ican flags Aslwrotethlslwasrockmg
tations, playmg in my rocking chair waiting to
and people ~hear from someone in the Re-
Whyare e glve some credit,

04 Ce e gomg to be rockmg for quite
: nt awhlle.IhopeIdon’t get mot:on',
aiviisickne
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HEARTBREAKING NEWS

I read the distressing story in
- the Sept. 14 edition of The Miami
Herald, Americans living in pover-
ty at record high.

In the same issue there was a
report on the Hollywood referen-
dum modifying city employee
pensions in which one firefighter
was quoted as being devastated
that he was 46 years old, had
planned to retire soon and now,
perhaps, could not.

With the poverty report and
the high level of unemploymen
that exists, it breaks my heart that
this individual cannot retire ayage

46 as planned.
. — Dwain Hunkins, Hollywooc
WHY WORK?

I was a loyal union m¢ mber for
3] years working for p private

company. Nowflrecei : are:lsyo;g
le pension of approxima

"Pk t of my working palary and

_medical benefits with fieasonable

0-pay { had use-

ose-i 2 and no

alone

September 21, 2011

These union contracts were
agreed upon by officials who
themselves are grossly overcom-
pensated, using other people’s
money, which makes it all very
painless for them. I agree with
residents who voted for cutting
these unreasonable and unsus-
tainable pension benefits. After

all, who w?bt:ld)yoﬂ(Mey could
get about theSameé or mare com-
pensatioff if they retired?

— Anna Pylant, Mirama

X'BETTER APPRECIATION

After reading the Sept. 18 story
on the generous retirement bene-
fits of local public officials, bol-
stered by unused vacation and
sick time, I have a better apprecia-
tion of the new Broward school
chief’s promise that “I will work
24/7, 365 days a year on behalf of
the kids.”

When Robert Runcie eventual-
ly leaves public service, for what-
ever reason, it appeats there will

be a lot of unused vacation and

sick time to augment his pension
Sl

The astronomical pensiops

paid RQ Ocalgov l!l"l '..u- %;
wsforp ::. tarepa_ld )

. out of my taxes are outrageous. hey

Any civil commdnit&,thar sup-

ports such an outrage is just as

corrupt as those that are receiving
such obscene pensions.

+ — Charles R. Williams, P’mﬁ:‘
FIREFIGHTERS DESERVEIT

The firefighters in Ho od
have lost 12.5 percent of their sala-
ry, and now their pensions are be-
ing cut. i : “

Do we really want just the
working class to pay back the
noney for those who overspent? I
hink the commissioners in Holly-
WOoOd eedtohaveapay :
basic classes in addition and s
traction and needs vs. wants.

When spmeone dials 911,
thing terrible has happ
Whom do ypu depend on t¢
your children to the emergency
room alive when they have been
in a car accident? Whom do ¥
depend on/to save your husb

art atte

"~ Patrick Alexander, Coral Gables W
'SOARING PENSIONS

:'u. C\iﬁzen. ina L1 - A3
appalled people be

N 3
o At"" AR [ AT OG 0
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VECIANA-SUAREZ
a@MiamiHerald.com
is the final class, the culmi-
tion of a Herculean feat: 16 retir-
have finished reading Marcel
classic, In Search of Lost

All seven volumes — 3,275 pag-

1,404,975 words — in one year.

And not one of them was re-
T e

‘Wednesday, the group cele-

ed in an appropriately Proust-

ion, with tea and made-

d a lively discussion of {

h ;,amenrly 20th century French : PHOTOS BY MARICE COHN BAND/MIAMI HERALD STAFF
iter is still relevant almost 100 TEA PARTY: Patrick Alexander, left, reads from Marcel Proust’s
5 after he published the first ‘In Search of Lost Time' as Murry Tamers listens.
ume of his most important ¥

e
That overview proved so pop-

. ular that it was expanded, and .
about athird of the 75 original stu-
dents agreed to tackle the massive
work through several six-week
mini-courses. The first course be-
gan Jan. 20 with Swann’s Way, the
first of the seven volumes, and ata

clip of about 100 pages every L
. week, the group read through 3 a

¢ Within a Budding Grove, The ~
Guermantes Way, Cities of the ( / \ ¢
for Plain, The Captive, 'n!e,£ugitive S \ : -
. and, finally, Time Regained. INSTRUCTOR’S WIFE: Jude ATTENTIVE: lleaha Del Real, left, and Beverley West listen as
: H«'él?ortlm:veaﬁaxs, the class was Alexander holds a cake tin. their instructorreads from Proust's classic.
S mE e i
ht not have done alone. thought anything about Paris  There’s the age: “He'll ple are surprised by that. He's sex®
; T love and I always want would be int_exesting. “Maybe I spendtwoortl duﬂm-}l,_ ﬁany outrageous, 2 bawdy writer
[Mi- was asleep in my humanities ing a tree and/you would think — and very, very funny,” Alexan-

class, but I had never heard of him that's boring But it jsn’t,” West der said.
until Alexander began rendinjg I%set
0]

—
P

S — o

(Not exactly a letter — but an article on my teaching course on Marcel Proust)
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dealsaver s ] : : A— 3
Today's deal: $10 for skate session with rental plus pizza & soda at Galaxy Skateway in North Lauderd,
SUN AT TIMES, A :

T HEAT 10 SIGN
S0 | SHANE BATTIER

GRIZZLIES' VETERAN FORWARD WITH TRANS-SIBERIA
HIGH 78| Low 65 SAYS HE'S HEADED TO MIAMI, 1D ?l, . | ORCHESTRA, WEEKEN% :

 The ﬁEllaml

B wwwm  MiamiHerald.com | wIT

b 3

. and the following day, featured with our dogs, above the fold!
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150" WINE: RIOJA MAKERS RETURN TO ROOTS >

I TROPICA

ht,. laml Hevald ( i’] ) THURSDAY, JULY 5, ;o;z:‘ : ;‘

PAGES

A wine appreciation class at Books & Books imng 588§ d

‘ z | RESTAURANT REVIEW: VILLA AZUR ,*k

LL |

(Too busy teaching my wine course during 2012 to write any letters to the Editor!)
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September 19. 2013

's spirit

posite sides of the same bo-  be popular.
s ater,” Fett said. “Alot ~ “The presentations are
Miamians originate from entertaining and very edu-
lombia, many of them cational,” she said. “As we al-
ena,sothereisa ways say about our series’
special connection there.”  presentations, if history
Christine Rupp, director were this much fun in
Gables Museum, school, we would have paid

series has provento alot more attention.”
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HONOR MANDELA

In 1999, Time Magazine
named Albert ‘Einstein as the
“Person of the Century” while
Charles Krauthammer, writing
in The Washington Post, dis-
agreed and suggested Wmston
Churchlll
- Lam a great admirer of both
iinstein and Churchill, but I re-
' member how surprised and dis-
@ app pointed I was that ‘the honor

did not go to Nelson Mandela.

’The érquble of pain in which his
) forg, ed

and the tensile
he steel that
| an ethlcal

' shoulders. Perhaps Time in 2099
- will vote him “Person of the Zlst
- Century.” I do hope, however,
" that other contenders will have
emerged by then. Still, the world

has lost a great man.
~ — Patrick Alexander, Coral Gables

STAND AGAINST CASTROS

I thank the Miami Herald for
presenting diverse views of
President Obama’s encounter
with Radl Castro. It was more
than a handshake — the presi-
dent also spoke with a violent
dictator who denies Cubans the
most basic human rights. He has
encouraged travel to the island
where the money goes to a cor-
rupt government.

The Castro brothers have long
operated an apartheid system
where Cubans were second-
class citizens in their own coun-
try, forbidden to enter or stay at

hotels or go to beaches or restaua';.i
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,SOAPBOX A ."::;.. -

~ Coral Gableswasrecenﬂy
- recognized by the United

' ‘tmnal Awards for Livable |
Commumtxes as one of the
top-ﬁve cities in the world.
- Officials cited the Granada
4 ,:pubhc golf course among
: "L the many rich quality-of-life
features that make Coral Ga-
bles so unique.
'Slnce”George Mernck
created the City Beautiful in.
923, Granada has been the
'T;Gﬁeen, it is not just

the crown. Despite the mag- |

~ homes that surround tl;le

- village Green, the demp-

" cratic nature of the Ameri-
* can civic tradition is eudent v

- ‘wherever youiog}(. 'I‘hegbl- .

. fers are not wealt}

-+ they aretegulat
zensandthe a
"awund the gree meprgsentf;
a,,typxcal Ccross. sechon ofilo- 3

67

A ”°f

- City needs to give greens
'tfj;,at Granada needed TLC

For a non-golfer, driving

or jogging around the

course, it has never looked
lovelier. Shrubs have been
clipped, mulch has been laid
and it looks like a beautiful
park. But for those who play
golf it has become a disaster.
The greens need to be re-
placed and then they need to
be maintained professional-
ly so this never happens

Unless the city devotes

’ some managerial support,
. Florida’s oldest nine-hole

course will not reach its cen-
tennial. The daily usage of

- this golf course measures
the pulse and the health of

this city. City officials have a

_duty to protect it. Unfortu-

nately, the few city officials

‘who play golf prefer to use

their membership at the
Biltmore or the Riviera golf

‘courses. Granada is ]ust for

the citizens.

The citizens deserv_e bet-
ter. George Merrick de- |
serves better. Coral Gables
deserves better.

e Patrldt Alexandet, Coral

. Gables
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an underapprecxated gem.
sx -éddmon to its permanent\
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JUST NOT TRUE

Despite Sunday’s front-page
headline declaring Jeb Bush an.
“honorary Cuban-Ar an,”
Bush is no more F ;
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Second letter published in the same week
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gm, _I | ,‘ave been sym-

tic to the govern-

ent’s: pasmon dunng the
én

R

Y ent was bemg
onable in requesting a
‘ &gg~pme ruling in a spemf-
é: ic case and that Apple was
comunng up some Orwel-
i lian threat out of propor- ;
o the reality of a mod- :
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proved somewhat ofa

dlsappomtment .

i Despite our high hopes, _
in his two terms as presi-

i dent he has not solved all

: the world’s, or even all of

i America’s problems.

| However, the current

i electoral cycle can only

; remind us how lucky we

i are to have had him in the
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FI.OTUS FOR POTUS
After listening to first

lady Michelle Obama’s

extraordinary speech on

i Monday night and being

i impressed both by her

: h, but discreet, attacks

he opponent, and her

and uphftlng appeal

srsesesscsaven
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| Ithought that devotion to

' the country and its people
and one’s belief that one’s
policies would be in their best
interest would be foremost in
a candidate’s mind. Instead
of being concerned about
wasting time and money,
shouldn’t a candidate be
terribly distressed by having
disappointed his or her fol-
lowers by being unsuccessful
in making political views and
policies resonate?
— Dennis Jenkins, Coconut Grove

CAN’T STAND THE HEAT
Donald Trump is threat-
ened at each and every crit-
icism. He'is paranoid, narcis-
 sistic and self-aggrandizing.
. He deals with criticism like a
- typical third grader, with
juvenile name-calling and
other forms of retaliation. He

from lashing out at critics,
time after time, with vitriolic
. attacks spiced with accusa-
tions of conspiracy.

One popular saying attri-
buted to Harry Truman is: “If
you can’t stand the heat, get
out of the kitchen.” It is obvi-
ous that Trump cannot stand
any measure of heat without
the need to strike back.

But the heat of the cam-
.-;.palgn is lukewarm compared
to what is felt when sitting in

the Oval Office. His reaction
to the Khan family askmg
~ about you “sacrifice” was
unbelievable and unforgiv-
able. He doesn’t understand
wfi’at he says is difficult to

ize the malice of his

unfathomable disaster.
eeds to get out of the
1en.

G

! cannot seem to help himself

retract, He fails to even rec-

ords. His presidency would ;

i LA -CharlesE.Hannema
e meti I;z}*

1

A FOX NEWS
NATIONAL POLL
FOUND THAT PEOPLE

- PREFER HILLARY

CLINTON TO DONALD
TRUMP BY 10 POINTS.
WHILE AN MSNBC
POLL FOUND THAT
HILLARY CLINTON
HAS ALREADY BEEN
PRESIDENT FOR TWO
YEARS.'

Seth Meyers

feel confident in making. ‘
Donald J. Trump will not be
inviting the Clintons to the
wedding celebration, next
time he gets married.
- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
After living in Miami for 45
years, I'm finally retired and
could live anywhere. I stress
about living someplace and

- not having the gift of being

amid the cultural diversity
Miami has to offer and that I
have come to enjoy.

This election cycle has ex-
posed this country’s apparent
widespread xenophobia.I
think I’ll stay right here where
we celebrate our differences
and love one another in splte
of our diverse heritages.

ougl aStevenson, Cutler Bay

| THE TRUMP MUTINY?

Is it me, or does DOnald
Trump  sound more and more

e Captain Queeg? 1 have yet
o read or hear an) unts
of »l:ij;n takifi§ ponsibilit
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~ The two “sculptures
bpmg installed on the Se-
govia Street traffic circles
at great taxpayer expense
are not only aesthetically
appalling — they are also
extremely dangerous. H
Both pieces are located  }
at very busy commuter
' hubs where, because of the
lugh volume of automobﬂe H

L L h

APRLO2ST ~
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October 16,2016

i oo
and Michelle Obama being

! gm%eg g:erth@ Donald FOR lSIS AND SA'D
Their self-righteous HE WILL BE “THEIR

indignation isn’t fooling
Hst o g o MO
e mati esiden
Obama’s latest ti,rade NIGHTMARE OH’

about losing progress if | WOW, SO HE’S
Trumpwins puzzles me. -+ A1 SO RUNNING

What ogress is he re-
fering tor the disestows | FOR PRESIDENT OF
‘deal he made with Iran, I SlS?
b‘illtons of dollars to g

! Q my or creating
tmosphere where our
i enemies don’t respect us,
i our allies don’t trust us.

Seth Meyers

brought by our “Apprentice
President,” will we as a
nation ever recover our
dignity and standing in the
world?

- Pamclé Alexander,
Coral Gables

3 CI.*INTON IS SAVVY
é Andrew Oppenhelmer
gt
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: HISTORY NOW

I have often wondered
ho“.r people perceived life
: during the 1930s,

: Iwondered how people
: felt when politicians like

: Adolf Hitler and Benito

i Mussolini were voted into

January 1, 2017

: power by a popular, demo-

i cratic vote,

83

i I'wondered how they

| watched, one by one, the

i foxes being appointed to

i guard the hen house, as the
: dictators appointed their

{ herichmen.

: At what point, I won-

: dered, did Himmler, Hey-

i drich, Goebbels and Goer-

; ing become household

: names, representing the

: will of the people?

i How did it feel, I won-

| dered, to slide, eyes open,

- voluntarily and conscious-
 ly, into a social and politi-
_cal morass where ethical |
~and moral standardsno i
' longer have any meaning?
i Unfortunately, I am now
i beginning to understand
E and no longer need to

: wonder.

t* This is exactly what it
i feels like.
9 — Patrick Alexander, :
. Coral Gables :

é": 1 ) ) T
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: TWEETS OF DOOM
i I'have enjoyed watchmg
: our so-called president as
i he stumbles smugly toward
his own destruction: But I
i realize that after he has
gabeen arrested or at least

i impeached, it will all be teo
i late. The damage will have
i been done.

i With Vice Presrdent .

i Mike Pence, we will have a
: religious fundamentalist

i presiding over a cabinet of

: birthers and flat-Earthers

i but without the reality- |
i show entertainment of The
Donald g
; We are all doomed ei- |

',: to declme. The Brltlsh ; |
- Empire took half a cen
P Asa respected world pow-:
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May 16, 2018

lA DOLCE VITA
~ The return of Silvio Ber-
lusconi to Italian political
life means that Europe will
finally have a statesman
with the political stature,
the gravitas and the moral
"ﬁ mtude to equal that of
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September 2, 2018

sure by the Boston Globe
as a protector of pedophiile

Aschpriest of the Basilica
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December 14, 2018
—_——
OPEN MIC

p L ‘;"\a’! Y ,

I npeaching

b
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February 19, 2019

: Amm

| ust agree with Presi-
f dmt'l‘rum : Alec Bald-

i win’s panodycpeechon

i “Saturday Night Live” was
| | not very ﬁmny The presi-
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April 2, 2019

My wife and 1 have loved

living In Coral Gables for

I A

Candidate for mayor
Jeanette Slespick Is right to
argue for “rapping the
brakes on mega-devel-
opment.”

Irithe March 31 Miaml
Heral article “Devel-
opment is major focus of
rivals in race for Coral
Gables " 1 was 1
pleased to see that finally

TERONY Yoo 0 v ;
. Letushope she is not too |
- - Patrick Alexander,
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May 31, 2019
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July 10, 2019

i}‘ | v A Ee m“‘rﬁ 1
om OF FOCUS
At a time when yet an-
other woman has come
forth to accuse the presi-
dent of rape, and when
“evidence is emergmg of
| ]efftgy Epstein’s cabal of
- wealthy, powerful and
well-eoxmected older men
. abusin; vy‘ulnerable young
- women, I f d it frustrating
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July 25, 2019

mmedatoeho!dhwde-
1y, an entry into the workd of
honest work, where they can
prove their value and soon

be caming $15 because they
have shown they are worth
it. But if the starting salary is
$15, who will take the risk

mhanmhwwn.unm&ned‘
warker? !
Amnmyun.nnmml |
ecanamy is steong, and |
unemployment is fosw. That | 1
means we have a compet- |
itive job market, and em-
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January 3, 2020
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February 17, 2020
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September 12, 2001
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March 2, 2020
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April 13, 2020

“ernment, I sincerely hope
other parts of the private

i sector will value and hire

i people who have put cour-

ageous loyalty to truth and

the common good above

their personal career goals.

i  Whether testifying truth-

: gy/before Congress and
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Friday, May 15, 2020

assssssssrees
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Thursday, June 11, 2020

ABOVE THE LAW
Readers of Julie K.
Brown’s June 10 story
about the Epstein case
might be forgiven for
thinking that Palm Beach :
Sheriff Ric Bradshaw is soft :
on crime because of his :
generous work-release :
policy.
However, an other story i
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Friday, July 10, 2020
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Wednesday, October 7, 2020

TOO LATE FOR MANY

While I wish a full and .
speedy recovery for the |
president and first lady, I
alsoreg!tﬂ*dﬂnot

L
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Monday, November 9, 2020

THE BEACH WIT
| METAL DETECTOR”

 Seth Meyers
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Monday, November 9, 2020

ontheodmudewe:e

idios.gnt explicit was the
assertion that an effort has
: to be made to understand
why someone has the dia-

metnallyopposﬁ:epoint
of view.

Pick a day and declare it
“Take an idiot out to lunch
day.”
That -cheek
‘Ltitleshouldremaininyonr
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R iid 556

s
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Christmas Day, December 25, 2020

we will probably never S
see each other again. !

along with essential I

workexs.'meﬁrs;apm

tolocdlseniorscgﬂdbe
administered as
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February 15, 2021

EMPEROR’S MOB

I have lived in the Unit-
ed States for half my life
and I know that a lot of
crazy, violent people live
here. But Ive also lived in
Europe and know they
have just as many crazy,
violent people.

- These people exist

worldwide and are capable -

of such things as killing
their workmates over a -
trivial affront, shooting up
a school or blowing up a
federal building. Acting
alone, they can inflict great
harm on their fgllow citi-
zens.

But when these people

120

(Following the 2" Impeachment Trial of Donald j. Trump)

able.

The Department of Jus-
tice has already arrested
more than 200 crazies

.following the recent attack

on the heart of our democ-
racy.

But locking up people
sporting buffalo horn head-
dresses and Nazi tattoos
will not make us safer. We
need to lock up their lead-
ers, those who inspire and
manipulate them.

We will not be safe until
Donald Trump is behind
hats.. i

- Patmk Akxander,

, Coral qules
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March 16, 2021

OPEN MIC

Support your
local small
businesses

For too many of the
people receiving the gov-
ernment’s new stimulus
check, the $1,400 will be
desperately needed for
food, rent and basic ne-
cessities.

But for many people,
especially those living in
such arcas as Coral Ga-
bles, the money, although
welcome, is not a critical
necessity.

So what should those
fortunate enough not to
need it for basic survival,
do when we receive the
check?

Rather than return it to
the government or leave it
in the bank, it is our duty
to spend it immediately,
and thus stimulate the
economy.

Amazon does not need
our support, nor do the big
national chains.

It is the small, local,
family-owned businesses
that need our money.

Those businesses — and
business owners — that
have not gone bankrupt,
liquidated or shut their
doors during the past 12
months have struggled
bravely to survive,

So now is the time to
show our appreciation and

. _
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In Coral Gables, with
$1,400, 1 can enjoy drinks
and some jazz at The
Globe Cafe; a delicious
paella and flamenco at La
Taberna Giralda Spanish
restaurant; and the latest
best sellers — along with
more food and wine —
at Books & Books,

And T would still have
plenty of money left over
for the many other family-
owned businesses that
make Coral Gables such a
delightfully vibrant place
to live — even during a
global disaster.

From Brickell to Wyn-
wood, Miami's neigh-
borhoods are filled with
family-owned shops, bars
and restaurants, all of-
which need our support.

Be a good citizen and do
your duty: spend local.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables

Hiami He
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Thursday, April 15, 2021

CORPORATE TAXES

I am confused by all the
ongoing debate about
corporate tax rates.

Why is this considered
important when it is so
irrelevant and hypotheti-
cal?

Like our former presi-
dent, major corporations
simply don’t pay taxes.
Amazon.com, Delta Air
Lines, Chevron, General
Motors, Occidental Pet-
roleum, Honeywell In-
ternational, and John
Deere are among 91 For-
tune 500 corporations
that paid zero taxes ac-
cording, to a Dec. 2019
investigation by CNBC. :

It’s the little people who |
pay taxes. :

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables
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OPEN MIC

Editorial
on Merrick
missed the

full story

Re the May 13 editorial,

“Praise the good, ac-
knowledge the bad:"
Segregation in Florida
was the law of the land in
1937, mandated by the

state constitution of 1885. |

Black and white resi-
dential areas were kept
scparate by law, and
George Merrick had no
choice but to follow the
law,

Henry Flagler had cre-
ated Colored Town at the
turn of the 20th century,
keeping Black people on
the west side of his rail-
road tracks. Living condi-
tons were deplorable.
Mortuary records of that
era chronicle a horrific
litany of unnccessary
deaths from typhoid,
yellow fever, tuberculosis,
and other diveases. Due

to the flimsy nature of the -

buildings, house fircs

were d comimoen occur-
rence, often wiping out
entire families, Most
significantly, Black resi-
dents had no access to
witler or basic sanitation.

TR 0 e e Se—
N S sm e ra e s

£

Friday, May 14, 2021

WYINIET WM AT SIS SN RAT N

the Miami Herald on May
23, 1937, Merrick made
an impassioned pica on
behall of Miami's Black
population, describing
their living conditions
and the unfair, short-
sighted and wrong ways
they were treated. He
proposed destroying Fla-
gler's awful slums and
move the people to new,
healthy locations with
decent housing and ac-
cess to water.

Merrick argued that
Blacks represented one
third of Miami's pop-
ulation and deserved fair
treatment: “We cannot

receive faimess unless we

give faimess . it is pro-
posed to give fairness to
this deserving one third
of our citizenry.” Far
from being a racist, Mer-
rick was a compassionate
visionary constrained by
the segregationist laws
and racial limitations of
the society in which he
lived.

Mermrick died in 1942,
penniless and childless,
leaving no heir to pre-

scrve and honor his mem- |

ory. All that is left of him
is his vision, a beautiful

vibrant city, an ungrateful |

university — and his
name

oIS gzER

SRR oeFasErREcey 2

" - Patrick Alexander, |
Coral Gables -

In a speech, reported in | 2

el

: X

i

=TS

PR RN & P
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Thursday, October 7, 2021

OPEN MIC

OUT OF FOCUS

The Oct. 6 Herald edi-
torial, “Why no outrage
for Emicherline |
Etienne?,” while correctly
identifying the terrible
problem of female, intim-
ate-partner violence and
homicides, draws an in-
correct lesson from the
case of Gabby Petito.

The media circus
around Petito is not be-
cause she is pretty, white,
and blonde. The media
attention would be the
same if Petito and her
partner were Black and
Haitian.

The story has nothing
to do with race and has
everything to do with
intrigue, mystery, sex and
exotic settings. The :
strange and outrageously
suspicious behavior of her
boyfriend and his family;
all the visual documenta-
tion, the photos, the vid-
eos from beautiful Na-
tional Parks; the Amer-
ican romantic dream of
the endless summer road
trip — all these elements
combined are what make
this such a compelling
story.

The problem of intim-
ate-partner violence is
indeed serious and the
Herald is right to draw
attention, but not with
such a distracting and
meaningless comparison.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables

124



Miami Berald: Letters to the Editor by Patrick Alexander 1999 - 2024

Monday, November 22, 2021

THOUGHT-PROVOKING
If | were Black, nerv-
ously aware of the number
of other Black men shot to
death (often by police),
and carrying an AK-47 in
public for my own protec-

tion, I would be curious
how a jury might judge me
if I shot and killed a cou-
ple of other people be-
cause | felt threatened.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables
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Thursday, December 2, 2021

[

W

| FLASH MOBS

Leonard Pitts’ Dec. 1

: column, “Why are flash

i mobs looting stores? Be-

i cause today’s America

: gave them the go-ahead”,
: is not the correct answer.

The answer is because

! liberal Democrats gave

: the mobs the go-ahead,

: with no bail policies,

i catch and release, fab-

: ricated racism and basi-

¢ cally decriminalized these
i crimes.

While it’s nice that he

: noticed it’s a problem, it
: would be better to realize
: whom to blame.

- Dave Schaublin,

Key Largo

- RUNNING AMOK

Leonard Pitts’ Dec. 1

¢ column, “Why are flash

: mobs looting stores? Be-

i cause today’s America

: gave them the go-ahead”,
: is so very accurate, Some-
: times the simplest expla-
: nation is the best.

How true that in to-

day’s society we really do
: lack accountability.

People see the former

: president of the United

-
Should there be no re-

i strictions on carrying
: those, either?

- George Dziamniski,
Finleyville, PA :

INSPIRED COLUMN

Leonard Pitts’ Dec. 1

: column in the Miami Her-
i ald was inspired.

“Why are flash mobs

i looting stores? Because
: today’s America gave
: them the go-ahead.”

Without over-simplify-

: ing a complex situation,

: he has identified a com-

: mon theme that explains
: so much of what is wrong
: with today’s society.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables :
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Thursday, December 16, 2021

OFF THE RAIL

May I nominate the
designers and engineers at
Brightline and Tri-Rail in
downtown Miami for this
year’s ‘“They Only Had
One Job To Do” Award?

I know competition in
South Florida is fierce, but
this particular group is
clearly a “step” above the
others — and on a plat-

form by themselves.
- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables
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Wednesday, December 23, 2021

OPEN MIC

Democrats
must pivot
fo save

democracy

Inn an tdeal world, Presi-

dert Biden's Build Bads

Eetter (EEE) bill would be

a wonderful carnpaign to
suppott, I doenot under-
stand all the details and |
arn sure there are valid
argurnents tobe had on
both sides concerning
rany specific line items,;
bt the cverall direction
appeats to reflect the
needs and aspirations of

most Armericans, Mo polit-

ical bill s perfect, and no
political acticn will ever

satisfy everybody, Because

itiz alarge and arnbiticous
bill, cenfroversy is inevi-
table.

Fushing such a bill

when Democrats hawve 2
razer-thin held in Cone-
gress is Never wise, espe-

clally when the future of

our democracy is at stake,

Child tax credits, fres
college and expanded
Medicare rnight be wor-
derful gedls, but nene of

thern will be realized if the |

Farty of Tromp regains
control of Congress.
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All the social, envi-
ronumental, and racial
problems that must be ;
addressed pale into irrele-
vance whien we consider
the existential theeat to ;
cur demmocracy, The Dern-
ocratic Farty needs to shift ;
its priority and focus from |
BEEE to addressing votlng
rights ang ensuring that &
2022 defeat does not lead
to a 2024 dictatership. '

If Dotiald Trurop, Bon
Defantis or aty of their
trells, tales contrel of the
presidency, then democra-
oy will be finished. While
progressives and moder-
ates bicker, Desantisis
assembling his Office of
Election Crime and Secu-
rity to ensure that neither |
aroup will ever hold power |
again. :

If the great American
experirnent in democracy
survives, we will have tirne |
to debate and improve our |
pursuit of freedom and
happiness next vear or the
Following, If we are unable |
to defend our democracy, |
irnless than three years
fromm new, [FIs and Bea-
gan's " Shining City Upon
a Hill”® will be replaced by
anundrained swarnp.

- Patrick Alexander, |
Coral GCables

Hliami He



Monday, January 3, 2022

OPEN MIC

NAMING NAMES

A combination of vast
financial resources, expen-
sive legal support, innate
arrogance and a sense of
privilege allowed Ghis-
laine Maxwell to believe
she would be exonerated
in a court of law.

During this time, she
could never name names
ot share other information
from her little black book
with prosecutors without
admitting her own guilt.

Now that she is facing
life in prison, she has
nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain by testifying
against Jeffrey Epstein’s
other accomplices.

Prince Andrew, Alan
Dershowitz, Leslie Wexn-
er and, possibly, some
former presidents now
have everything to lose
and everything to fear.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables
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. FLYING HIGH

The Jan. 3 letter “Nam-

: ing Names” says that

: Ghislaine Maxwell now

i has nothing to lose and

: everything to gain by testi-
: fying against Jeffrey Ep-

| stein’s other accomplices.
i The writer names Prince

i Andrew, Alan Dershowitz
i Leslie Wexner “and pos-
i sibly some former presi-

i dents”

Possibly? Bill Clinton

i should have been the first
: name on the list.

- Armando Cortina,
Miami

January 4, 2022
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Monday, February 28, 2022

: PROPAGANDA MEN i affected a preppy, New

i During World War II, | England persona, but is :
: William Joyce was an i that enough to qualify him
i American-born English i as a modern Lord Haw :
: fascist who broadcast : Haw?
. German propagandato - Patrick Alexander, '
. the British public from Coral Gables

i Berlin, on behalf of Adolf
. Hitler. Because of his
. affected, upper-class Brit-
. ish accent, he was deri-
i sively known by the En-
i glish as “Lord Haw Haw.”
i He was hanged for treason
. in 1946.
i Tucker Carlson’s treaso- |
i nous programs on Fox :
i News, in support of Vladi-
¢ mir Putin’s invasion of '
. Ukraine, contradicting :
i official U.S. foreign policy, |
. is being rebroadcast by the !
i Kremlin-controlled RT
. television network, and
i fed to the Russian public
. and to Donald Trump’s
i base.

Carlson has always
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Sunday, March 13, 2022

OPEN MIC
Blind faith

in leaders
is scary

I've always liked the
Republican Party’s empha-
sis on self-reliance and
responsibility, while being
wary of its disdain for
society’s more vulnerable.
I've always liked the Dem-
ocratic Party’s emphasis
on social equality and
compassion for society’s
more valnerable — but [
remain of its Big Govern-
ment and bureaucratic
“woke” tendencies.

The GOP has become :
the party of Donald Trump
— a cult. Democrats are :
still an undisciplined mix
of radicals and moderates,
destined to seize failure
from the jaws of victory.

Former Attorney Gener-
al William Barr, in dis-
cussing his ex-boss, was
asked why he might vote
for Trump in 2024.. He
said he believed Demo-
crats’ progressive agenda
is the “greatest threat to
the country.”
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Some Democrats pro-
mote radical ideas, but
that is nothing new. Such
ideas have always season-
ed American politics. Ne-
vertheless, Democrats
rejected those ideas and
selected Joe Biden, a mod-
erate. The American peo-
ple elected him president.
While another Demo-
cratic victory might push
the country in a more-
liberal direction than Barr
would like, he should
understand that another
Trump presidency will
push us in a direction few
can predict or like.
Confronted with a
choice between a moder-
ate Democratic Party;,
which might not agree
with his Catholic beliefs,
Barr still would prefer a
man who he variously
describes as a liar and
dangerously childish to
lead our nation. Such blind
loyalty from an intelligent
and accomplished man not
only is depressing, it is also
frightening.
- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables :

Hiami Hll
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Sunday, April 10, 2022

BULL SESSION

I do not understand
cryptocurrency. [ have
been curious about it,
reading articles for the :
past few years. But I am as !
baffled now as I was when |
[ first began. I had the
same lack of understand-
ing in the early 1990s,
when I heard about the
internet and the World
Wide Web. “One of those
passing fads,” I probably
scoffed.

However, the mayor of
Miami hosted Bitcoin
2022 at the Miami Beach
Convention Center —
complete with a 3,000-
pound bull, similar to the
one on Wall Street.

Some people say the
whole thing is a Ponzi
scheme; others, like the
mayor, say it's our fi- :
nancial future. Either way, :
“Miami Bull” seems an =~ |
appropriate description.

- Patrick Alexander, '
Coral Gables :

Hiami He
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Thursday, May 19, 2022

. EROSION OF TRUST

i | agree with Supreme

i Court Justice Clarence

: Thomas: the public is

: losing faith in the Court.

: However, the lack of faith
. and trust is not caused, as
: he suggests, by a leaked

: draft opinion.

i Thereal cause is much
: deeper and more serious

: and concerns Thomas’

i refusal to recuse himself

from cases involving his

i own wife’s attempt to

: usurp the will of the peo-

i ple and overthrow the

. duly elected president.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables :
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Tuesday, June 14, 2022

: STILL IN CHARGE
¢ As agrumpy old white
i male, living in an increas-
¢ ingly tense and dangerous
¢ world, my only source of
i optimism and hope is
i listening to my children
i and grandchildren. These

i new generations are so

» i much more open, diverse
i and resilient than their
: predecessors.
¢ If anyone can save our
i democracy, not to men-
i tion our planet, it must be
i the young people who will
i inherit what we have left
¢ them.
i Sowhy is the world still
i under the control of bigot-
i ed, close-minded, old
i white males?
i - Patrick Alexander,

Coral Gables
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August 30, 2022

MUST BE HALLOWEEN
When Trump University
was sued for fraud, Don-
ald Trump called it a witch :
hunt. When he was im-
peached for abuse of pow-
erand obstruction of Con-
gress, Trump called it a
witch hunt. When he was
impeached a second time,
Trump called it a witch
hunt. When Mar-a-Lago
was searched because he
unlawfully retained top
secret documents, Trump
called it a witch hunt.
Seems the disgraced
witch keeps getting caught :
in the act.
- Michael Friend, |
Kendall

TOO DOG-FRIENDLY?
We need a friendly
reminder about whether
animals are allowed in
places where food is sold
to the public. I've owned

135

The same concetrns exist :
anywhere food is sold or

i served, but store manag-

ers conveniently ignore

i the rules. I don’t want
i contaminated edibles. I

don’t want to see animals

i fighting or to hear their
i loud noises while I shop or
i wait for food service. Nor
i do I want to worry about

i an animal accident that

i needs a cleanup in an

i aisle.

Please, dog owners

should be more consid-

i erafe. :
- Martin E. Segal,
Coral Gables

FLEECED STUDENTS

i Does President Biden's

i new student loan forgive-

i ness plan cover debts

. acquired while attending

i Trump University? 5

- Patrick Alexander, :
Coral Gables
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September 15, 2023

: BOOSTER CHOICES

i  Re the Sept. 14 story

i “Florida bucks CDC and

: advises against new CO-

: VID shot for people under
i 65:” Glad that this story

i included opinions of other :
i medical professionals who :

i support CDC policy.

: My fellow Gators and

: local residents should also
: know that while the Uni-

: versity of Florida was

¢ required to employ Lada-

i po, likely because of politi- ;

: cal pressure, he is not

: respected within UF’s

: School of Medicine. His
i position on COVID-19 is

" allegedly not supported by é

¢ management or faculty at
i UF Health.

i While individuals will

i have to make a decision

i about getting the new

i COVID-19 vaccine, the

i decision should be made

i based on science from

. medical practitioners who

| specialize in virology.
i Ladapo’s specialty is car-
: diology.

: SAFEST OPTION

: My wife and I are un-

i certain about whether to
i get the new COVID-19

: booster and have been
searching for some re-

: liable guidance. On

: Wednesday, Gov. Ron

{ DeSantis and Florida Sur-
¢ geon General Joseph La-
¢ dapo issued strong warn-

| ings against the new shots.

i That is exactly the sort of
: uneguivocal advice we

: were seeking.

:  We will be first in line

! tomorrow to get our shots. '

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables
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- Juan A. Galan, Jr.,
Coral Gables :
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OPEN MIC

Proposal

to prevent
heat illnesses
makes sense

If 1 were the corporate
boss of a team of Florida
outdoor construction or
agnicultural workers, 1
wounld ensure that they
had adegquate access to
shade, rest and water.

Not because [ am a
softhearted liberal or a
“well-funded, politically
linked activist,” but be-
cause, in my experience,
rested and well-hydrated
workers tend to be more
productive than sick or
dead ones.

Therefore, [ cannot see
why I could possibly ob-

ject to the regulations that
ensure when temperatures

rise above 90 degrees
Fahrenheit, employers
must provide 10 minutes

of rest every two hours, as

well as giving access to

free drinking water.
Why, then, did Jorge

Perez, founder, chairman

and chief executive officer

of Related Group, and
Jose “Joche™ Smith, chief
executive officer of Costa
Farms, write an op-ed in
the Oct. 13 Miam Herald
arguing that heat reg-

ulations would cripple the

construction and agricul-
ture industries, which are
the backbone of the Flor-
ida economy?
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I am sure that Perez
already keeps his workers
healthy and hydrated i
without being forced to do
so. He is an intelligent and
successful businessman. |

In addition to objecting
to the proposal to be con-
sidered by the Miami-

Dade County Commis-
sion, did he also object to
State Senate Bill 732, in-
troduced by Republican
Sen. Ana Marna Rodriguez, :
requiring employers to put :
in place heat-exposure
safety programs like ac-
cess to sufficient, free :
drinking water, as close as :
possible to the workplace? :

When I play golf in :

temperatures of 90 de- ¢
grees Fahrenheit, I need at |
least 10 minutes of rest
every two hours. E
How can Perez object to
that for his workers, who -
arc just doing theirjobs
under Florida's brutal sun? ;
- Parrick Alexander, :

Coral Gables -
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BE GONE!

What is so surprising
about the decision to expel
George Santos from the
U.S. House is that there
even was a discussion, let
alone a debate, and that
the outcome could ever
have been in doubt.

If we can think back to
the strangely distant world :
we lived in, prior to 2016, :
and the accepted stan- :
dards of ethical and social :
behavior, it is hard to :
imagine a how a man who
had been publicly exposed
as a blatant liar could ever :
have been accepted in any :
but the most degenerate
of social gatherings.

The idea that, after all
his lies had been revealed, :
he could still remain a i
legitimate member of :
Congress would have been :
inconceivable. :

But sadly, the world has
changed. :

Today the only reason
Santos was expelled is
because he was caught
stealing from his fellow
Republicans.

- Patrick Alexander,
Coral Gables :

142



Miami Berald: Letters to the Editor by Patrick Alexander 1999 - 2024

January 2, 2024

: UNSAFE DRIVER

i There are many reasons
i to fear a second Donald

i Trump presidency; his

i authoritarianism, his rac-
i ism and his thirst for “ret-
i ribution” are just the most
i obvious. Perhaps the most
i consequential danger is

i simply his incompetence.
¢ Trump has a long history

i of failure, from failed

i businesses, to failed mar-
i riages, to failed relation-

i ships, and failed promises.
i His threat to democra-

i cy, ethical standards, or

i “America’s international

i standing’” — while real

i enough — are abstract

i concepts. On the other

i hand, driving the country
i into bankruptcy, not by

i sinister design, but by

i sheer ineptitude, is a real

i and consequential danger.
i I profoundly fear that,

i under Trump’s incompe-

i tent mismanagement and
i a bankrupt economy, I will
i be unable to collect my

i monthly Social Security

i check — small cheese in

i the big scheme of things,

i but important to my wife

i and L. And also, I'm sure,

i to many of our fellow

i citizens.

:  I'hope that when No-

: vember arrives, America’s

: voters will remember that

: you don’t give your car

: keys to a petulant 5-year

i old, even if he promises to

: take his Ritalin.

: - Patrick Alexander,
- Coral Gables
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